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By carefully reading the summer reading novel and completing this packet over the summer, which you need to bring to class on the first day of school, you will be prepared to discuss the story in the fall, to take a summer reading quiz and to write an in-class essay using your novel and packet as the basis for your responses. As you read the novel in preparation for the unit, you will first need to understand some of the basic elements of the story. 

You must print this packet out and bring it to class on the first day of school. On the first day, your teacher will give you the information you need to submit this packet to turnitin.com. Therefore, save a copy of your completed work!

A Hero of Our Time    Author: _____________________ Original Publication Year: ________

Translator: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________
SECTION 1: Background Information 

Paul Foote, translator of the Penguin Classics version of the novel, writes in his Introduction that A Hero of Our Time is a “serious socio-historico-psychological novel.” Knowing the historical and social aspects of this novel are important to a reader’s full understanding of its larger meaning and placement in a time period.  

Instructions: Find three reputable sources to research each of the terms Byronic Hero, Superfluous Man, and the Decembrists. Summarize the definitions and information you gather below. Please include proper MLA citation format and cite all your sources:
Author’s Last Name, First Name Middle Name. "Article or Specific Page Title." Title of Entire Web Site. Day Abbreviated Month. Year Web Page Was Last Revised. Sponsoring Organization. Day Abbreviated Month. Year You Read It <URL>.

Example: 
 
Arnett, Bill. ”Jupiter.” The Nine Planets. 2 Sept. 2004. 16 Nov. 2004 <http://www.nineplanets.org/>.
Byronic Hero: 

Sources: 

Superfluous Man: 

Sources: 

The Decembrists: 

Sources: 

Section 2: Minor Characters 

This novel focuses on Pechorin, but minor characters have an important role in the novel as well. In particular, the minor male characters illuminate certain characteristics of Pechorin through comparison and contrast. Minor characters who function in this way are called Foil Characters. 
Instructions: Please examine the similarities and differences between Pechorin and Maxim, Grushnitsky, Werner, and Vulich.  Aspects that they share with Pechorin should be written in the area of the circle that is shared between the two characters.  Aspects that are unique to the character should be written in the area of the circle that is not shared. Of course, some traits may—and probably will—repeat.

SECTION 3: Lermontov’s Structure

A Hero of Our Time has a sequence of parts that is different than the actual chronology of Pechorin’s life. In other words, the novel does not progress in chronological order and instead jumps around in time. However, each section reveals or emphasizes unique qualities of Pechorin. 
Instructions: State what each section uniquely illuminates about Pechorin and provide two concrete details that support each character trait. You may not repeat traits. 
	A word or a description of the trait from “Bela”  
	Two quotations/concrete details that support the trait

	1.


	1.

Page: _____

2.

Page: _____


	A word or a description of the trait from “Maxim Maximych”  
	Two quotations/concrete details that support the trait

	1.


	1.

Page: ______
2.

Page:_____



	A word or a description of the trait from “Taman”  
	Two quotations/concrete details that support the trait

	1.


	1.

Page: _____

2.

Page: _____


	A word or a description of the trait from “Princess Mary”  
	Two quotations/concrete details that support the trait

	1.


	1.

Page: _____

2.

Page: _____


	A word or a description of the trait from “The Fatalist”  
	Two quotations/concrete details that support the trait

	1.


	1.

Page: ______
2.

Page:_____



SECTION 4: Female Characters 

The minor female characters in the novel and Pechorin’s treatment of them are important to the analysis of Pechorin’s character. This characterization is especially evident when juxtaposed with the other male character’s views of the women and with their admiration of Pechorin. 
Brainstorming: 

	Pechorin’s view of female characters:


	How female characters view themselves:



	Other male characters’ view of women:
	Other male characters’ view of Pechorin:




Writing: Given the nature of Pechorin’s treatment of women, why or how might the other men in the novel view Pechorin as “heroic”? Answer the question using details from the novel to support your analysis.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 5: The Novel’s Purpose
Instructions: 
For Nabokov’s translation: Read the “Introduction” to the novel (xi), Lermontov’s “The Author’s Introduction” (15), and the Narrator’s “Introduction to Pechorin’s Journal” in the middle of the book (67).
For Foote’s translation: Read the “Introduction” to the novel (xiii), Lermontov’s “Preface” (3), and the Narrator’s “”Foreward” to Pechorin’s Jounal in the middle of the book (55).

Then, based on those three texts and any other relevant information, explain three reasons why this book was confrontational, revolutionary, controversial, or otherwise “radical.”
Reason One: 

Reason Two: 

Reason Three:

Maxim





Werner





Vulich





Grushnitsky





                    Pechorin
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