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Name:

Bellevue School District






Date:

For students going into Sophomore English 



Period:


Before returning to school next school year, you will need to read The House on Mango Street and complete this packet. 

You will need to bring the book and this packet with you on the first day of school.  


SECTION 1

	Title:

Author Information(found on page 111, after the novel is finished):

Date of Original Publication:

	Setting of the story

1. Locations (where do the characters go?)

2. Era (what decade or time period)

3. Culture (describe the people Esperanza is around)



SECTION 2

Key Characters:  Describe each character, what they say, what other characters say about them and what they do.  Your goal is to find two quotations that describe the character and are strong examples of characterization, you will also explain why the CD you chose is important in one CM sentence.  

Characterization: when an author brings an imaginary person or creature to life describing different aspects:

· physical appearance or personality

· speech, thoughts, feelings, action

· interactions with other characters

· personal history or other background information

	Name
	Concrete Details and Commentary Sentence
	Page Number

	Esperanza

	Example: "In English my name means hope.  In Spanish it means too many letters.  It means sadness, it means waiting"  This is the part of the story when we learn about how Esperanza feels about her name and what it really means to her.
1.

2.


	1.  10

2.

	___________
(character name)
	1.

2.


	1.


2.

	___________

(character name)
	1.

2.
	1.


2.


SECTION 3

Conflict:  Often, characters in literature face conflict that is important to the story. 

An internal conflict occurs when a character struggles within herself or himself. Often this internal conflict leads to a change in the character. He or she might be pulled by opposing desires, influences, duties, or other significant forces.  

Example: In The House on Mango Street, Esperanza wants to be proud of where she lives, but she is embarrassed.
An external conflict occurs when a character struggles within herself or himself.  Often this external conflict leads to change in the character.  An external conflict exists outside of the character.

Example, Esperanza tells the story about her cousin Louie who was arrested for stealing a car, when the police put handcuffs on him and took him away it was an external conflict.   

Choose 4 characters from The House on Mango Street who you think face an internal or external conflict.  You can choose the same character twice.  Make sure you find two concrete details for each character.

	Name of Character
	Type of Conflict (internal/external)
	CD –concrete detail from novel and page number
	Why it is important

	Esperanza
	Internal
	“I knew then I had to have a house.  A real house.  One I could point to.  But this isn’t it.  The house on Mango Street isn’t it.”  (5)
	Esperanza wants to be proud of her house and where she lives.  Even though they own the house on Mango Street, she is embarrassed about how her house looks.    

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


SECTION 4

Figurative Language 

In The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros uses figurative language brings her words to life.  While you read you will look for examples of metaphor, simile, personification and imagery.   As you read write down examples and page numbers in the box below then use a CM sentence to explain why.  
Figurative language plays a very important role in this story, make sure you review the definitions of each term before you read.  
	Figurative Language
	Example from the novel.

	Metaphor
 A direct comparison between two unlike things.  It does not use the words “like” or “as”.
	 Example: “Until then I am a red balloon, a balloon tied to an anchor” (page 9) CM: Esperanza is talking about how she is stuck taking care of her younger sister, like a balloon to an anchor, and cannot have friends of her own.    


	Simile
A simile compares two unlike things using the word “like” or “as”.
	Example: “The dog is big like a man dressed in a dog suit…” (page 21)  CM: The dog is so big that it looks like a full grown man.  


	Personification When a non-living thing is given human characteristics.  
	Example: “Out front there are twenty-tone steps, all lopsided and jutting like crooked teeth.”(pages 21-22)  CM: She is giving human characteristics (crooked teeth) to the steps going into her house.  


	Imagery
Language that appeals to the five senses (sight, smell, taste, hear, touch).  Images help to draw a picture in your mind.
	Example:”…Rachel and Lucy who have the same fat popsicle lips”(page 17).  CM: Their lips are not really like popsicles but it creates a good picture in my mind of their big red lips.  



SECTION 5 

Questions to ask yourself as you read.  Below you will find questions about the novel; you will want to answer them with short notes. These questions will help you to understand what is happening in the novel.  Write the answers on a separate sheet of paper and attach it to the packet when you are finished.

Mango Street Discussion Questions

“My Name”

1. What does her name mean in English?

2. Do you think she likes her name?  How do you know?

3. Why was she named Esperanza?

4. According to Esperanza how are the Chinese and the Mexicans similar?

5. How did her great-grandmother get married?

6. How did her great-grandmother spend the rest of her married life?

7. How does her great-grandmother’s name (Esperanza) contrast with her life?

8. Why do you think she wants to change her name?

“The First Job”

1. Why did she have to get a job?

2. How did she get her job at Peter Pan Photo Finishers?

3. What did she have to do at work?

4. What did she do at lunchtime?

5. What did the man who came into the coatroom first say to her?

6. How did that make her feel at first?

7. How does this story end?

8. Do you think she kept working at Peter Pan Photo Finishers after this happened?  Why or why not?

 “Born Bad”

1. Describe Esperanza’s aunt Guadalupe.

2. What game did Esperanza, Lucy and Rachel play?

3. What did Esperanza do at Aunt Lupe’s?

4. Describe Aunt Lupe’s apartment.

5. What did Aunt Lupe tell Esperanza about her poem?

6. Why did Esperanza feel bad about choosing Aunt Lupe for their game?

7. How does Esperanza describe Aunt Lupe’s kids and husband?

8. What lesson did this experience teach Esperanza?

“Four Skinny Trees”

1. How are Esperanza and the four skinny trees alike?

2. How do the trees survive in the city?

3. What do the trees teach her as she sleeps?

4. What does she mean when she says, “Keep, keep, keep?”

5. When does she look at the trees?

6. What does this story tell us about how Esperanza feels in her neighborhood?

7. What can we learn for our own lives from reading this story?

“No Speak English”

1. Describe the main character of this story.

2. Who does she live with?

3. Why doesn’t she leave her apartment?

4. What is she so sad about?

5. What did the man do to try to make her feel at home?

6. What do they fight about?

7. What breaks her heart at the end of the story?

8. Why do you think this chapter is titled, “No Speak English?”

 “Sally” & “Linoleum Roses”

1. What does her father think about girls who are beautiful?

2. How is Sally different at school than she is at home?

3. What does Esperanza dream for Sally? 

4. What does Sally worry about?  

5. Why do people on Mango Street think Sally is strange?

6. What did Sally want to do more than anything?

7. What do you think Sally tried to escape from in marrying the marshmallow salesman?

8. Do you think her life has gotten better like Esperanza had dreamed for her? Why or why not?

 “Louis, His Cousin, and His Other Cousin” and “Marin”
1. Who are Louie’s cousins?  Describe them both—what do you know about them?

2. Where did Louie’s cousin get the car do you think?

3. Do you think Esperanza knew that she shouldn’t have gotten in the car?  How do you know?

4. What happened to the Cadillac in the end?

5. What are Marin’s plans for life?

6. Where does her boyfriend live?

7. What will Marin do next year if she still lives there? Why will she do this?

8. Do you think she is very serious about her boyfriend back home? Why or why not?

9. Why are Louie’s parents going to send her back to Puerto Rico?

Beautiful and Cruel” & “A Smart Cookie”

1. How are Nenny and Esperanza different?

2. Why do you think Esperanza describes marriage as “the ball and chain”?

3. What does Esperanza want to be like when she gets older?

4. What is her “own quiet war”?

5. Why do you think she wants to leave the table like a man?

6. Describe Esperanza’s mom.  What can she do?

7. What does she tell Esperanza? Why do you think she said this?

8. Why did her mom drop out of school?

“A House of My Own” & “Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes”

1. What does Esperanza want?

2. What are the most important things in her life?

3. What do you think she doesn’t like about life in her house now?

4. Why do you think Esperanza likes to tell stories?

5. Why do you think Esperanza doesn’t want to belong to Mango Street?

6. How does writing give her freedom to leave Mango Street?

SECTION 6

	Chapter
	Write down summaries about what you read 3 -5 sentences for each of the following vignettes (chapters).  

A summary includes:

· The most important events from the chapter

· Facts about events, not your opinion

· Your own words about the chapter, do not copy quotations from the text

	The House on Mango Street

(page 3)
	

	The Family of Little Feet

(page39)
	

	Chanclas

(page 46)
	

	Born Bad

(page 58)
	


SECTION 7

Creative Writing Vignette

As you read this story, you are going to make up a few chapters of your own about your own life. To start you will write about your name, following the pattern of the chapter “My Name”. 


Getting Started: 

To help you get started, think about your name for a moment. 

Esperanza is ashamed of her name because it is often said wrong and it makes her feel like she stands out in a negative way. She thinks her name has too many letters because none of the English speakers she’s surrounded by at school say her name right, making her feel misunderstood. Also her name makes her think of her great-grandmother, who had a completely sad and depressing life. 

Brainstorming Ideas for “My Name”

Answer the following questions to help you think of ideas about your name (complete sentences). 

Write this in the space provided.  (If you need more room write it on binder paper)
· What does your name mean?

· What other names do people call you? (nicknames)

· What does your name sound like when spoken aloud? Does it remind people of anything?

· Why did your parents name you what they did?

· How do people react to your name?

· Do any famous people have the same name you do? 

· How do you feel about your name?

· What stories or life experience do you have involving your name? Just make a list. 

My Name

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 8 – This section should be completed after reading the novel.

1. Pick one theme that you think is the most important in the novel.  

2. You will write three body paragraphs about this theme.  

3. You will need to find examples from the book to support why this time is the most important in the novel.  
	Themes 

Childhood

Family

Friendship

Growing up

Hope

Identity

Race relations

Search for identity




You will choose one theme from the list above and write three paragraphs using the Jane Schaffer format below.  

SECTION 8 continued

Identifying a Theme: Select a significant topic that is addressed in the novel. (See previous page for ideas) Provide 3 quotations that address your topic and explain what each quotation proves about your topic. 
	Topic: Example: “Love is more powerful than family loyalty.”  



	Body Paragraph 1
	TS
	

	
	CD
	

	
	CM
	

	
	CM
	

	
	CS
	


	Body Paragraph 2
	TS
	

	
	CD
	

	
	CM
	

	
	CM
	

	
	CS
	


	Body Paragraph 3
	TS
	

	
	CD
	

	
	CM
	

	
	CM
	

	
	CS
	


Remember to bring this packet with you to the first day of school along with your The House on Mango Street book.  This packet needs to be complete in order for you to get full points for this first assignment.  




TS – Topic Sentence


CD – Concrete Detail (line taken directly from the book, quotation)


CM – Commentary Sentence, why is the CD important, this is your opinion


CM – Commentary Sentence, why is the CD important, this is your opinion


CS – Conclusion Sentence, you will wrap up the paragraph using your own words
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